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lesser nations of the League in imposing restrictions on
Japan.
(2) England's Restriction of Japan (a)
A knowledge of the resolution passed at a general meeting
of the Council of the League of Nations is essential to an
understanding of the nature of the restrictions imposed on
Japan at the instance of England. This resolution was moved
by England, and there are reasons for believing that she staged
the whole proceeding. It was passed by the Supreme
Council of the League sitting at Brussels on the same day,
February 27, 1933, as that on which Sir John Simon so
strongly denounced Japan in the House of Commons.
It called for :
(i)   The withdrawal of diplomatic representatives from
Japan.
(»)  The prohibition of export to Japan of the rawmaterials
used in the manufacture of arms.
(Hi) The discontinuation of all financial support to Japan.
(iv)   An embargo on imports from Japan, if necessary.
This resolution endorsed the opinions of Lords Cecil and
Lytton, and meant that British contentions were generally
supported. It is also interesting to note that the British
Government proposed to put into effect, or did put into
effect, some of its clauses. It can be no exaggeration to say
that the whole resolution and its passing were the work
of England. The first measure she took, though it prohibited
the exports of arms to both China and Japan, was aimed at
Japan.
Embargo on arms.
Originally, America had been the principal advocate
of prohibiting traffic in arms : England merely a servile
imitator. The facts were that on January 10, 1933, President
Hoover asked the Senate to empower him to prohibit
American merchants from exporting munitions of war to
any countries between whom disputes or conflicts had arisen,
should he consider that such exports would encourage or

